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COVID-19 UPDATE 
City Reports Another Triple-Digit Spike, Urges 
Residents to Take Safety Precautions 

EL PASO, Texas—Today the City of El Paso Department of Public Health (DPH) is reporting 
one (1) death and 265 new COVID-19 positive cases. 

The death was a female in her 80s with underlying health conditions bringing the total number 
of deaths to 132. 

Health officials advised they are investigating the latest increase, and initial reports indicate the 
majority are likely owing to community spread. However, portions of the spike appear to be due 
in part to additional cases among existing clusters in a detention facility and an elderly care 
facility.  

“The consistent jump in positive cases lately is alarming, and calls for everybody to once again 
devote themselves to strictly practice the recommended safety precautions to slow the spread 
in our community,” said City-County Local Health Authority Dr. Hector Ocaranza. “While the 
Fourth of July is fast approaching we want to remind the community that social gatherings of 
more than ten people are prohibited. Again, I ask you to limit going out, but if you must go out 
please practice social distancing, wear a face cover, frequently wash your hands with soap and 
water and if you’re feeling even mildly under the weather stay home.” 

The City’s epidemiology team, including contact tracing, conduct ongoing investigations in an 
effort to stop the spread from those currently and potentially infected, and to inform the public 
about other public health prevention measures implemented to reduce the spread of COVID-19.  

The community also is reminded that there is currently no vaccine to prevent COVID-19. 
Additionally, it is estimated that more than 20 percent of the total positive cases are 
asymptomatic, meaning the COVID-19 positive individuals showed no symptoms and, if they 
did not following preventive measures may have infected those around them.  

At this time, the best way to prevent illness is to avoid exposure to this virus. According to the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention the virus mainly spreads via person-to-person 
contact: 

 Between people who are in close contact with one another (within 6 feet); 

 Through respiratory droplets produced when an infected person coughs, sneezes or 
talks; 

 These droplets can land in the mouths or noses of people who are nearby and possibly 
be inhaled into the lungs.  

For more information, visit www.epstrong.org.  
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